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‘< FEATURED SOCIAL MEDIA 


In a response to last week’s opinion article 
on being an advocate for suicide prevention, 
reader Kimberly Anne Bautista said in the 
comments that the story “hits home and I 
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that you are emphasizing on supporting t 
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appreciate the fact that you are emphasizing on support- 
ing those who suffer from depression as well.” Follow us at 





Facebook.com/StateHornet and comment yourself. 


Our news editor went to the groundbreak- 
ing ceremony for the Science II building — 
formerly known as Parking Lot 4 — where 
Congresswoman Doris Matsui and Senator 





Richard Pan made an appearance along- 
side Sacramento State President Robert Nelsen on Sept. 
18. Follow us @TheStateHornet for similar updates. 

(eo) Party in the Residence Hall Quad Sept. 14 
where State Hornet stickers and copies of 
current and previous issues were given out to attendees. 


Follow us @StateHornet for features of similar cam- 
pus events. 


The State Hornet was all decked out with a 
new logo-clad tablecloth at the 2017 Block 


X STAFF 


SAC STATE SAYS 
PAGE 7 





< NEWS IN BRIEF 


GROUND BROKEN: Sacramento State broke 
ground on its $91 million Science II building 
Monday morning. ‘he building will be locat- 
ed next to the Hornet bookstore on University 
Drive East and will hold interactive classrooms, 
labs and a planetarium. President Robert Nel- 
sen said that when the building is complete, 90 
percent of students will take at least one class 
there. Numerous city and state legislators were 
in attendance, including Doris Matsui, Darrell 


Steinberg, Richard Pan and Kevin McCarty. 


To stay up to date with news, 
go to statehornet.com/news 


*< CORRECTIONS 


In Volume 72, Issue 3 of The State Hornet, the following 


correction 1s listed: 


On page 11, a player is identified as freshman Ashtin Olin, 
when it fact 1t was semor Fulia Wright. 


We regret this error. 


Cover photo by Tyler McElmurry 
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THE FRAT PACK 


-reenshot via YouTube 
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In a YouTube video titled “Sacramento State 
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records request of Greek 











life’ organizations on cam- 





pus has revealed numerous 









instances of reported mis- 
conduct, including sexual 
violence and harassment, 





eS 


substance abuse and hazing, as well as efforts to 








thwart investigations into such matters. 

Sac State’s Greek ‘community has around 
1400 members, five percent of the student 
body, spread over 41 officially recognized 
















Greek chapters split into five student councils. 









12 chapters are listed in the report, and five are 
no longer recognized by Sac State as a result of 





repeated violations. 








Sexual harassment, 





assault or violence 














There are four instances of sexual harass- 
ment or assault in the report, less than almost 
any recognizable category. [he instances them- 





















selves though provide a window into-seemingly 
problematic views of fraternities on women 
and sexuality. 

An initiation scavenger hunt for new Fall 






















2014 members of the now unrecognized Xi 






Phi Chi fraternity lists obtaining a picture of 
Xi Phi Chi’s Greek letters on a woman’s chest, 
with “NO BRAS ALLOWED!!!” a pair of 
used-women’s panties (with proof of -use), gay 
pornography and a large black dildo from a sex 
store (while pretending to be a gay couple), and 
dressing in drag in a department store while 






































taking a photo with an older man. 









Tom Carroll; director of Student Organi- 





zations and Leadership (SL&O) and former 









Greek life coordinator, said this is the only scav- 
enger hunt list of this type he has seen at Sac 
State. 

“To my knowledge, that’s the only one ’m 
aware of,” Carroll said, noting also that many 
organizations beyond Greek ones do scavenger 
hunts of much more sumple means. 

Xi Phi Chi had an extra two years added 
to its five-year suspension for this list, as well as 
attempts to hide it from administrators and dis- 
rupt the investigation surrounding it, and doc- 
toring the list when turned into the university. 
The same fraternity had previously been put 
on probation for an instance of sexual harass- 
ment in the summer of 2015. 

The Nu Lambda chapter of Kappa Sigma 
fraternity was investigated in the spring 2017 
semester for a possible ‘Title [X violation after 
“The 5th Annual Playboy Party,” with details 


as to what occurred redacted from the report. 


Alcohol abuse 





Alcohol abuse is rampant in both the re- 
port and in publicly online videos of Sac State 
Greek life members. Many instances spécifical- 
ly indicate underage drinking, binge drinking 
and one instance of forced drinking. 

Xi Phi Chi’s scavenger hunt list has multiple 
entries surrounding alcohol, including drinking 
with: “bums,” drinking with a founding father 
of the fraternity, and getting three active mem- 
bers intoxicated against their will. 

Multiple entries reference alcohol violations 
at official events, on-campus and off. A formal 
event held at the University Union in Decem- 
ber 2016 resulted in violations for Gamma Phi 


Beta and Alpha Phi after members were found 
passed out and vomiting from intoxication, 
some needing support to leave. 

References to alcohol also recur in violations 
pertaining to chapters living together off-cam- 


pus. Only one sorority, Alpha Phi, has an offi- - 


cially recognized chapter house. Four times in 
the report, there are violations of off-campus 
unofficial houses being used as chapter houses 
for official Greek events. 


When Greek life coordinator Megan Pier- 
marini joined Sac State in the spring semester 


of 2015, she said she found no comprehensive. 


council-wide traming on alcohol abuse, and 
sought to fix that with the Greek New Member 
Education, which was initiated in fall 2015. 

Piermarini added that individual organiza- 
tions have other educational requirements be- 
fore joining, often covering similar topics. 

Khalil Ferguson is president of the Nation- 
al Pan-Hellenic Council, Sac State’s council 
focused entirely on serving the seven cam- 
pus chapters with African-American cultural 
backgrounds. 

Ferguson, a member of Iona Phi Beta, said 
it makes his council tight-knit and close as a 
community to have that focus, making it easier 
to take care of each other as the social or party 
aspect of Greek life plays out. 

“We do of course have members engage in 
underage drinking, but it’s always monitored,” 
Ferguson said. “We make sure it doesn’t get to 
an extreme where someone passes out, some- 
one gets sexually assaulted. Everyone is aware 
of what’s going on, whether they re intoxicated 
or with someone else who is aware.” 

A common refrain from Greek members is 


Continued on page 6 
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Continued from page 5 


that young people, perhaps away 
from a parent’s eye for the first 
time, are going to experiment with 
alcohol. 

“College students are going to 
find a way to drink,” said Ethan 
Cline, Interfraternity Council pres- 
ident and Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
member. 

Alhe Britt, Panhellenic Sorority 
Council president and Delta Gam- 
ma member, adds that though that 
aspect exists, it isn’t mandatory. 

“That stereotype is there, but 
were not all looking to party,” Britt 
said. “I didn’t drink until I was 21, 
and they were all very accepting of 
that.” 


Hazing 





The five instances of hazing de- 
tailed in the report range from in- 
nocuous to potentially dangerous; 
notable of the latter, of course, is 
Xi Phi Chi’s scavenger hunt list. Xa 
Phi Chi is listed for two hazing vio- 
lations, the other not being detailed 
beyond that it was an instance of 
sexual harassment. 

Sigma Delta Alpha, also cur- 
rently unrecognized at Sac State, 
was found to have discriminated 
against a potential member on the 
“basis of disability.” ‘The fraterni- 
ty’s initiation rules, many of which 
were physical in nature, featured 
entries like “pledges being required 
to take the stairs, not the elevator, 
while in buildings on campus,” as 
well as cardio activities and other 
forms of physical fitness. 

Other entries were possibly dan- 
gerous, like “pledges were dropped 
offin an unknown location and told 
to find their way back on foot with- 
out the assistance of phones.” 

Other small instances of hazing 
were noted, like members of Delta 
Chi being forced to wear fraternity 
pins at all times unless in the middle 
of one of the “S’s”: “Shower, sweat, 
sleep, sex, sh*t.” 

The five S’s are emblematic of 

“slippery slope,” according to the 
report. Carroll said hazing is not 
as large of a problem at Sac State 
as could be perceived oy national 
storylines. 

“On the scope of our campus, I 


wotild say we are challenged mini-— 


mally by hazing compared to other 
institutions,” Carroll said, adding 
that the national organizations rep- 
resented at Sac State are against 
hazing. 

“Not a one of them supports 
hazing,” he said. “Yes it may hap- 
pen, but it’s not an accepted prac- 
tice anymore.” 


The problem as a whole 


Fraternities and sororities are 
self-governed to an extent, falling 
within five councils that oversee the 
chapters within each council. Sac 
State, through Piermarini, handles 
Greek life mainly by communicat- 
ing with the presidents of these five 
councils, students and Greek mem- 
bers themselves. 

Anything that violates campus 
policies or potentially breaks the 
law, be it local, state or federal, is 
handled directly by members of 
SOKL. 

“If we hear about something, or 
if something is reported, we investi- 
gate, we look into it, we do our due 
diligence around it,” Carroll said. 
“And that’s true of any type of con- 
duct or club violation.” 

Prevalent in the reports are at- 
tempts by chapters in trouble to 
hide the truth from the university; 
there are multiple cases of mem- 
bers falsifying or destroying evi- 
dence, lying in investigation or en- 
tire organizations agreeing to “tell 


the same story.” 


There is one case of a fraternity, 
Sigma Chi, interfering as a whole 
with a sexual violence mvestiga- 
tion, and are said to have “sought 
to prevent a student from exercising 
their right under (Executive Order) 
1097 to report an incident of sexu- 
al violence to the University.” It was 
also determined that Sigma Chi’s 
fraternity advisor “encouraged or 
abetted” the attempt to silence the 
student. 

“Those kinds of things come 
with a greater punishment,” Car- 
roll said. “(Sigma Chi) is no longer 
on our campus, and currently not 
scheduled to return. And I think 
groups know that.” 

Also prevalent are off-campus 


“issues, including multiple instances 


of non-official houses being used 
as Chapter houses by fraternities or 
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A scavenger hunt list for pledge class members to former Sac State fraternity Xi Phi Chi was subject of 
investigation in 2015. Entries in the list constituted hazing and suggested alcohol abuse and sexual harassment. 


sororities for official events like re- 
cruitment, parties or meetings. 

Sac State’s Greek life has only 
one officially recognized off-cam- 
pus house, belonging to sorority 
Alpha Phi. Carroll agreed that, like 
“98 percent” of the student body, 
Greek students live off campus and 
aren't always meeting under the 
university’s eye. 

“I don’t go to your house and 
pay attention to what you do at 
your house,” Carroll said. “If a fra- 
ternity or a sorority has an activity 
in a house and it’s their activity, and 
there are things that are not done 
correctly and we are aware of it, we 
will look into it the same as we do 
on campus.” 

Both Piermarini and Carroll, 
as well as the student council pres- 
idents, stress that members care 


about the philanthropies each 
chapter is associated with. Carroll 
said he hopes that is the premier 
recruiting tactic used. 

“I don’t know that I agree with 
the televised aspect, “Neighbors” 
version of fraternities,’ Carroll 
said. “I don’t believe that (Sac State 
chapters) are out there selling that.” 

Ferguson disagrees, saying it is 
more of a mixed bag. 

“That aspect is a great recruit- 
ing tactic, of course,” Ferguson 
said. “If you’re an organization 
that does both great community 
service, great programs, and throws 
great parties and you get to experi- 
ence that college life, then of course 
you're going to get high numbers.” 

Britt said she has learned to 
value the philanthropic opportu- 


nities provided, and that it wasn’t ~ 


something she saw herself enjoying 
as a freshman. According to Britt, 
the average PSC member does 
about eight hours of philanthropy 
a semester. 

Carroll, who first came to cam- 
pus as Greek life coordinator in 
2004, said the Greek community 
has grown in size but gotten in less 
trouble over the years. 

One problem from indirectly 
overseeing so many students is the 
reliance on self-reports from Greek 
members for any investigation to 
begin or action to be taken. 

“When we’re made aware of 
situations, we look into them,” Car- 
roll said. “When things come to our 
awareness, we look into them. We 
have a lot of work to do; we’re not 
scouring social media.” 
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SAC 
STATE 
SAYS 


Nearly 5 percent of Sacramento State’s student body are mem- 





“ What is your impression of 
Greek life on campus?” 











bers of a Greek organization. Nearly 100 percent of students have 


to walk through all the recruiting chapters the first week of school. 


Vu Chau 
@uchau2020 


We asked students for their impression of Greek life, and you can 


answer too by using #SacStateSays on any social media platform. #SacSta teSa YS 








“| joined (Sigma Ome- 


"| didn't join it because 
ga Phi) this semester 


of the extra cost and “| didn’t join any frat 


“| usually associate 
(people in Greek life) as 
sociable people. I’m not 


how expensive it is to be 
involved. | feel like I'd be 
buying friends instead. 


“I'm not part of Greek 
life, but | associate (fra- 


because | didn’t really 
et much information 
rom them. I’m not re- 


because | want to get 
involved on campus. 
| didn’t think much of 


too social so | don’t go 
to parties and all of that. 
| think of as more of a 
party, fun life and also 
as a club where people 
can help one another.” 


ternities) with broth- 

erhood, and as a way 

to meet people — es- 
pecially when you're 
not around here and 
need new friends.” 


- Monica Williams - Angelique Luong - Brian McCain 
Biology Art Math 


Greek life and told myself 
that | wasn’t going to join 
one. But | was convinced 
by people (who said) 
that it's a good place to 
make friends for life.” 


- Antonio Bravo - Ariana Ramos 
Undeclared Spanish 


ally interested as well. 
I've heard of stories 
as well about how | 
can get a lot of con- 
nections by joining.” 


| think that it’s just not 
a necessity for my ev- 
eryday life. People can 
live without it. It’s not 
air that we breathe.” 
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‘WE'RE IN THIS FIGHT TO WIN’ 





PELOS! AND MATSUI, JOINED BY DACA STUDENTS, RALLY FOR DREAM ACT AT SAC STATE 


Claire Morgan 


@jemapelleclaire 


Vu Chau 
@ychau?020 





House Democratic Leader 
Nancy Pelosi and Congresswom- 
an Doris Matsui joined a group of 
local legislators and Sacramento 
State leaders for a news confer- 
ence Monday urging Congress to 
pass the Dream Acct. 

Pelosi and Matsui both de- 
livered speeches at the event — 
hosted by Associated Students, 
Inc. — iterating the importance 
of the Dream Act, which would 
grant legal status, and eventu- 
ally permanent residency, to re- 
cipients of Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), ac- 
cording to Congress’s website. 

Matsui said in her speech that 
the legislation is the first step to- 
ward a comprehensive immigra- 
tion reform that would streamline 
the process of becoming a U.S. 
citizen for those who came to the 
country without documents. 

“Dreamers are counting on us 
to do the right thing and stand by 
our values,” Matsui said. 

Pelosi began her speech echo- 
ing the attitude of Dream Act 
supporters: a clean pass. 

“A clean bipartisan Dream Act 
pass (is) really important to our 
dreamers, but it’s also important 
to our country,” Pelosi said. “Who 
are we as a country that we would 
not recognize how important it is 
for us to be enhanced, exhilarat- 
ed, invigorated by our dreamers 
to our country?” 

Standing alongside Pelosi and 
Matsui at the conference were As- 
sociated Students, Inc. President 





Mia Ka Presi- “We will not rest until we have. 
dent Robert ? : nento competence in immigration reé-~ 


Mayor Darrell Steinberg, Con- 
gressman Ami Bera, Assembly- 
man Kevin McCarty and other 
local legislators. 

A few Dreamers were also giv- 
en center stage to tell their stories. 
One of whom was Oswaldo Her- 
nandez, a DACA recipient and 
Sac State alumnus. 

Hernandez described his 
experience of suffering from a 
chronic illness and said that if 
he is deported, he may not be 
able to afford his medication and 
treatments. 

“They call us Dreamers, but 
our ability to dream was taken 
away from us,” Hernandez said. 
“We have to stay awake and we 
have to make plans for tomor- 
row. The passage of the Dream 
Act would allow me to dream for 
once.” 


Pelosi 


Monday in San Francisco and 


made her first stop 
was faced with a group of more 
than 60 young people who chant- 
ed pro-immigrant slogans like “all 
of us or none of us” and “we are 
not a bargaining chip” at a sepa- 
rate news conference. 

After the event at Sac State, 
Pelosi said to the press that these 
protesters acted out of fear of not 
knowing what their future will 
hold. 

“We’re in this fight to win 
for the Dreamers,” Pelosi said. 
“We (lawmakers) are disrupters 
ourselves, so we recognize (why 
they protested) and respect it in 
others.” 

Pelosi then said that showcas- 
ing Dreamers will not only benefit 
themselves, but also their parents, 
as she wants to reflect the teach- 
ing values these young individuals 
received through “how beautiful- 
ly they were raised.” 
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House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi speaks to a crowded Redwood Room in the University Union Monday 
as Congresswoman Doris Matsui looks on. Pelosi and Matsui visited Sac State to lobby Congress to write a 
Dream Act bill into law, protecting DACA recipients under threat of deportation. 


form,” Pelosi said. “But we must 
protect the parents as much as we 
protect the children.” 

For senior sociology major 
Rossmeri Ramirez, this sentiment 
hits close to home. As a former 
DACA recipient, Ramirez said 
she still has many family mem- 
bers and friends impacted by 
the Dream Act. She said attend- 
ing events like the news confer- 
ence was, for her, a way to put a 
spotlight on an almost-perpetual 
problem in American society. 

“[m here’ to _— support,” 


Ramirez, said. “I’d just like to 
‘se how our representatives and 


elected officials react to this prob- 
lem the country is facing.” 

Like Ramirez, sophomore lib- 
eral studies major Ashley Arias 
said family is also a strong moti- 
vation for her passion to see the 
Dream Act passed and hopes that 
the event will help her understand 
the problem at an even deeper 
level. 

“(?’m here) to become more 
knowledgeable about what’s go- 
ing on in our society, and I want 
to back up (my arguments) and 
inform others who don’t “know 
much about the situation” Arias 
said. 


The message of unity contin- 
ued post-conference as Matsui 
said to The State Hornet, Dem- 
ocratic lawmakers — local, state 
and federal — are “very much in 
support of” Dreamers. 

“T think we’re all lucky that 
were living in a community 
where people feel very much like 
“We want people to be here to feel 
like they belong,’ “ Matsui said. 
“If you look at the city of Sacra- 
mento and you look at the people 
who are here, you can see that 
they’re all in. ‘They’re neighbors.” 


Additional reporting by Will Moon 
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HORNET STADIUM INTRODUCES 
BEER GARDEN FOR 2017 SEASON 


Ashley Nanfria 
@AshuhleeeLynn 





As many Sacramento State football 
fans watched Saturday night’s win from 
the stands, some watched from Hornet 
stadium’s new beer garden. 

On Sept. 7, Sac State president, Rob- 
ert Nelsen, announced Hornet Stadium 
will allow the sale of beer for the 2017 
football season starting on Sept. 9 fol- 
lowing an announcement in June that 
the California State University Chancel- 
lor’s Office eliminated the ban against 
alcohol sales at intercollegiate sporting 
events. 
| According to Brian Berger, assistant 
| athletics and media relations director, 
the last time beer was sold at Hornet 
Stadium was in 2004. 

For some students, like Aaron Bel- 
man and Joseph Gonzalez, the sale of 
beer will make the idea of going to foot- 
ball games more attractive. 

“I think for sure it’s going to attract 
more people. Ambiance in the stadium 
is going to be so much better,” Belman 
said. 

“Honestly football and beer go hand 
in hand,” said Gonzalez. “Most people 
want a beer while watching football.” 

Domestic beers, such as Coors, Co- 
ors Light, Heineken and Blue Moon, are 
being sold for $7. ‘The stadium is also 
bringing in three craft draft beers for $8. 
These include Track 7, Device Brewing 
Company and 10 Barrel. 

Sales revenue will be going towards 
providing more security for games. Part 
of the proceeds “may” also be used to 
support alcohol and sexual assault edu- 
cation programs through the campus’s 
Student Affairs Office, according to a 
press release made by Nelsen. 

“Once the decision was passed to 
sell beer by the Chancellor’s office, and 
passed through multiple committees on 
campus, it was mutually agreed upon 


as a way to give back,” said Berger on 
why the administration chose to give 
proceeds to alcohol and sexual assault 
education programs on campus. 

“We are committed to creating a safe 
and healthy environment during our 
games, and we will be working closely 


‘with our game security and the Sacra- 


mento State Police Department to en- 
sure a positive experience for all who at- 
tend our Hornet Athletics events,” wrote 
Nelsen in the email. 

Inquiries to University Enterprises, 
Inc. about how: much beer has been 
sold at the two home games since the 
announcement were not returned as of 
press time. 

Angela Rader of University Enter- 
prises Incorporated said that in the two 
home games thus far, 230 servings of 
beer have been sold. 

“In terms of generating a surplus 
right now, we are not yet there, but we 
expect to with higher attendance at fu- 
ture games,” said Rader in an interview 
with The State Hornet. 

For .students like Charlie Reynolds, 
the decision to sell beer is just the first 
step in creating:a better experience for 
students. 

“T think if they had a full on bar that 
would really reel in people,’ Reynolds 
said. “The beer definitely is going to 
get attention but if you’re going to have 
that, might as well go all the way.” 

Although most fans were excited 
about the new area, some were skeptical 
of how far it is from Sacramento State’s 
home bleachers. 

“T really like (the beer garden), but I 
kind of wish it was closer to the stands 
said student, ‘ony 


3 


or easier to get to,’ 
Amaro. 

Beer sales begin when the stadium 
opens, and they close after halftime. All 
fans must have a valid ID and will be 
limited to 2 beverages per order. Fans 
must also remain in the designated beer 
garden while drinking. 
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Susan Wells, a Sacramento State parent, watches the team play Incarnate Word Saturday 
evening in the stadium's new “beer garden.” . 


Don’t miss out on 
the extraordinary. 


Do the unexpected. 


Apply by October 1: 
peacecorps.gov/apply 
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Corps 
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MEN’S BASKETBALL 


MATTHEW DYER - The State Hornet 
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Former Sacramento State forward Nick Hornsby signed with the Giessen 46ers of Germany to play professional basketball overseas on Sept. 24. Hornsby was a three-year starter and 


had the third-most rebounds in Sac State men’s basketball history. 


INTERNATIONAL BUZZ 


FORMER HORNET STARS 
SIGN TO PROFESSIONAL 
BASKETBALL PROGRAMS 
OVERSEAS 


Will Moon 
@MoonMan0305 


After securing the third-most 
State 
for- 


rebounds in Sacramento 
basketball 


ward and three-year starter Nick 


men’s history, 


Hornsby will play in Germany for 


the Giessen 46ers beginning Sept. 


24. 


Hornsby is among four former 


Sac State men’s basketball players 
to sign with professional teams 
outside of the United States this 
year, including forward Duro 


Bjegovic (Italy), forward John 
Dickson (Argentina) and guard 
Mikh McKinney (Philippines). 

After moving to Giessen, a 
town 33 miles north of Frank- 
furt with a population of 83,701, 
Hornsby said his stay in Europe 
will be his first time living out- 
side of the U.S. - 
Hornets nine-day trip to ‘Taiwan 
in July 2016. 

In the weeks before the season 


aside from the 


debut, Hornsby said he learned 
to drive stick shift and has spent 
time outside of practice exploring 
Giessen. and other parts of the 


country, including the Autobahn, 
a highway with no speed limit. 

“T think at one point we were 
going like 85, 90 miles per hour,” 
Hornsby said. “We were moving, 
and people were going faster than 
we were. It’s wild, they just do 
whatever they want.” 

Hornsby, who was one of three 
Hornets to start all 31 games in 
2016-17 for Sac State, statistically 
ranks among the top 20 players 
in school history in 12 categories: 
second in games played (123), 
seventh in steals (133), and fifth 
in starts (89) and minutes played 
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Former Sacramento State center Eric Stuteville, left, played with the Sacramento Kings in the 2017 NBA Summer League in Las Vegas, Nevada. Former Sac State guard Mikh McKinney, 


right, signed up to play professional basketball in the Philippines after playing 31 games in 2016-17 with the Delaware 87ers of the NBA G-League. 


(2,997). 
In August, Dickson 


with the Union de Santa Fe club 


signed 


in Argentina after one season 
with Club Deportivo Universidad 
Catolica in the Chilean National 
League. He averaged 26.6 points 
per game through 27 games and 
earned an All-CNL Honorable 
Mention from Latinbasket.com. 
Since graduating from Sac 
State in 2013 and becoming the 
second player in school histo- 
ry to be drafted into the NBA 
D-League (now G-League) by the 
Phoenix Suns afhhate Bakersfield 
~ Jam in 2015, Dickson has also 
played professionally in Luxem- 
bourg, Germany and Australia. 
After playing professionally in 
Belgium, former All-American 
McKinney followed Dickson to 
become the third Hornet ever 
drafted to the G-League and 
played 31 games in 2016-17 with 
the Delaware 87ers, the Philadel- 
phia 76ers afhliate. McKinney av- 
eraged 5.4 points and 2.5 assists 
per game and played alongside 
former NBA star Nate Robinson. 
McKinney wasn’t the only Sac 
State alumnus to play with an 
NBA Slam Dunk Contest cham- 
pion this year. Center Eric Stute- 
ville played with the Sacramento 


Kings in the 2017 NBA Summer 
League in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
where he met eight-time All-Star 
Vince Carter — who signed a 
one-year contract with the Kings 
in July. 

“You see faces that you’ve 
seen on IV for a long time and 
you actually get to be in front of 
them and talk to them,” Stute- 
ville said. “In a sense you want to 
be starstruck but then again you 
don’t want to because this is the 
level you’re trying to aspire to be 
at —- in the Summer League you 
don’t know when you’re going to 
play so you’ve just got to be into 
the game and actually focus rath- 
er than getting all your attention 
onto all the stars.” 

Stuteville started alongside 
Hornsby in all 31 games for the 


Hornets in 2016-17, and holds 


the school record for most games 
played (125). Stuteville also be- 
came the first center in Sac State 
1,000 


points and blocked the most shots 


history to score career 
(149) in the program’s Division | 
history. 

While playing in Las Vegas 
and practicing with the Kings in 
Sacramento, Stuteville said he 
talked to NBA veterans about 
ways to navigate the league along- 


side more experienced and robust 
players. 

“Me not being the most athlet- 
ic person, (they talked about) fol- 
lowing some things that you can 
do to either beat more athletic 
people or find other ways around 
to score and rebound,” Stuteville 
said. “Some of the vets playing 
the game for 10-plus years — 
they know the little things in the 
game that translate to (success).” 

Stuteville also joined Sac State 
coach Brian Katz, Hornsby and 
14 other former teammates in 
Livermore, California at Mckin- 
ney’s wedding in June. 

Bjegovic, a native of Croatia 
who played for Sac State in 2010- 
11 has since played profession- 
ally in five European countries: 
Austria, Germany, Slovenia and 
his home country. 

According to a Steemit blog 
post on Sept. 5, Bjegovic said he 
had planned to retire from basket- 
ball this year and move to New- 
port Beach, California to live with 
his friend and former Sac State 
tennis player Blake Emery, who 
helped found an organic juicing 
company. 

However, delays with the busi- 
ness led Bjegovic to sign for one 
season with Bim Bum Basket 


Rende — a lower-tier profession- 
al club in province of Reggio di 
Calabria in the south of Italy. 
Bjegovic said in the post that he 
expects this season to be his last, 
after playing through a series of 
knee injuries last season with Rey- 
er Venezia Mestre, a professional 
Italian club outside of Venice. 

One former Hornet who did 
retire from professional basketball 
this year was Joel Jones, whose 
15-year career ended after he was 
diagnosed with hypertrophic car- 
diomyopathy, a _ life-threatening 
heart condition. Jones underwent 
surgery to insert an Implantable 
Cardioverter Defibrillator — a 
device that helps prevent cardiac 
arrest — into his heart. 

Jones said when doctors ex- 
plained his condition, they 
brought up former players Reggie 
Lewis (Boston Celtics) and Hank 
Gathers (USC, Loyola Mary- 
mount), who were diagnosed with 
the same condition and both re- 
fused the ICD surgery. Gathers 
died on the court during a game 
and Lewis died during a practice. 

“It was a no-brainer,” Jones 
said about getting the surgery. “I 
was upset that I had to stop play- 
ing but I was fortunate that they 
caught it in time.” 


After signing his first profes- 
sional contract while playing at 
Sac State in 2002, Jones played 
primarily in Puerto Rico, as well 
as China and Argentina. 
| In 2004, he was a member of 
the Puerto Rican National team 
that upset Jeam USA in the 
Athens Olympics, but sprained 
his knee during the pre-Olympic 
qualifying tournament. He also 
played on the national team in the 
2007 Pan-American games, when 
Puerto Rico won the silver medal. 

Since he “can’t even play a 
pick-up game” with his heart con- 
dition, Jones said he lives with his 
wife and daughter in Puerto Rico 
and developed an eight-week pre- 
season skill development program 
coaching aspiring professionals. 

“Be a student of the game and 
listen to the coach and ask them 
as many questions as possible 
about different situations at their 
position because everybody has a 
shot, no matter what kind of play- 
er you are,” Jones said. “If you 
want to make money, you ve got to 
make it your life during your col- 
lege career, because when you’re 
done with college, the demand for 
discipline and dedication overseas 
— it gets very extreme, and a lot 
of people can’t take it.” 
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Sacramento State junior cornerback Dre Terrell runs during a sprinting drill Sept. 12 at the practice field. Terrell earned FCS Defensive Player of the Week honors after recording three 
interceptions against the University of Incarnate Word Sept. 9 at Hornet Stadium. 





Angel Guerrero 
@AngelGuerrerooo 





Most opposing receivers tower 
over Sacramento State junior cor- 
nerback Dre Terrell, but that hasn’t 
stopped him from intercepting balls 
from under their noses and picking 
up accolades. 

Terrell, 21, stands modestly at 
5-foot-8 with his Big Sky Confer- 
ence and Football Championship 
Subdivision — which is a national 
collegiate football conference with 
over 120 programs — Defensive 
Player of the Week award from 
Sept. 11 next-to him. 

With height in mind, the Uni- 
versity of Incarnate Word tested 


Terrell with consistent pass at- 
tempts on his side of the ball Sept. 


9 at Hornet. Stadium. He -passed. 


the pop quiz and tied a Sac State 
record with three interceptions, 
all in the first half; and helped 
the team stride away with 56-22 
home-opening win. 

“T love it,” Terrell said, referring 
to opposing team’s eagerness to at- 
tack him in the passing game. “It 
has been like that my whole life be- 
cause I’ve always been shorter, but 
I like the challenge.” 

‘Terrell — an Elk Grove na- 
tive who leads the team with four 
interceptions — started his high- 
light-reel season with a falling-on- 
his-back end zone takeaway Aug. 
31 against Idaho and most recent- 
ly a one-handed Odell Beckham 
Jr-esque steal at the one-yard line 
against UIW. 

“Dre came into the game real 
focused, real prepared,” Sac State 
junior safety Mister Harriel said. 


“He had a good week of practice, 
he came into the game and made 
his plays. I’ve seen him make these 
plays everyday in practice, and he 
just did what he did.” 

This isn’t an empty boast on 
Harriel’s part, as ‘Terrell had nearly 
20 interceptions and drove coach- 
es “nuts” with his flare for the 
one-handed grab during spring 
training camp in 2015, Sac State 
coach Jody Sears said. 

““He’s got great ball skills,” Sears 
said. “He’ll have interceptions after 
interceptions during practice (and) 
it wasn’t surprising to me, but it’s 
nice to see a hard worker and a very 
skilled athlete have some success.” 

However, cornerback wasn’t al- 
ways the position plan for ‘Terrell at 
Sac State after he played quarter- 
back and defensive back at Pleas- 
ant Grove High School. After orig- 


inally being asked to play receiver, 
he transitioned to safety in 2014 
and then to cornerback in 2016. 

“T think why they made the 
decision was because of my ball 
skills,” Terrell said. “I can track the 
ball well when the ball is in the air, 
so I think putting me at safety, it 
gave me the opportunity to make 
more plays. I enjoyed it, but I think 
I love corner so that’s where I want 
to be.” 

‘Terrell credits his early junior 
season success to his baptism by 
fire against two former Sac State 
receivers that rank in the top six in 
career receiving yards and recep- 
tions during his first year with the 
team in 2014. 

“My redshirt year I was playing 
against DeAndre Carter, Nnamdi 
(Agude) and I’m not going to lie 
— ] was getting torched in practice 


Despite height, cornerback comes up big 


every day,” Terrell said. “But it was 
also making me better as a player, 
making me smarter watching them 
work.” 

After starting four games at cor- 
nerback, totaling 22 tackles and 
zero interceptions, ‘Terrell is the first 
to say he didn’t play well enough or 
compete to his standards in 2016. 
Sears is next in line to describe his 
sophomore stint as “OK,” but 1s 
also eager to praise his evolution. 

“The award that he got last 
week was very deserving, but more 
than anything I love the fact and 
I’m more proud of him for his per- 
sistence and his hard work ethic 
because we've challenged him and 
weve coached him hard the last 
couple years,” Sears said. “It’s nice 
to see a guy reap what he’s been 
sowing. ” 


— 
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Thomas Frey 
@ThomasFreyRP 


A trio of Sacramento State vol- 
leyball seniors are ready to chal- 
lenge the other 11 teams in the 
Big Sky as they start their fourth 
and final chapters of conference 
competition. 

Kennedy Kurtz, 
Boyle, Brigitte Murdock and the 


Shannon 


Hornets finished second in the Big 
Sky regular season to North Dako- 
ta and first in the Big Sky South 
Division last season. However, Sac 
State fell to Northern Arizona in 
the semifinals of the Big Sky ‘Tour- 
nament for the second year in a 
row. 

“Northern Arizona has always 
been our rival — home, away, 
anywhere — so I guess this year 
we are preparing for that game al- 
ready,” Boyle said. “We don’t want 





We are accepting applications for low-income families 
: for our 2BD and 3BD townhouses. 


to fall in the semifinals, we want to 
be first in the Big Sky and we want 
to win the Big Sky Lournament.” 

‘To prepare for conference com- 
petition, the Hornets have played 
against UCONN, St. John’s, Mis- 
sourl, Boise State and BYU, which 
was ranked No. 10 in the nation at 
the time. 

“T think we are getting bet- 
ter in certain areas,” said Ruben 
Volta, the Hornets head coach. 
“Tm pretty happy with where we 
are going. I felt like we had such 
a good core of players returning, 
I wanted to challenge us with that 
schedule.”- 

Kurtz, Boyle and Murdock all 
live together, are best friends and 
consider themselves “three peas in 
a pod,” Kurtz said. ‘This chemistry 
has helped them on the hardwood 
as the trio has seen improvement 
each year in conference play by 
finishing 3-13 as freshmen, 12-4 as 
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VOLLEYBALL 


sophomores and 13-3 as juniors. 
“Over the years, we have just 
gotten closer and we know each 
other’s tendencies, we just get each 
other now,” Boyle said. “It’s gotten 
a lot easier and it’s crazy how it’s 
coming to an end pretty soon.” 
Each of one of the players suc- 
cesses can be linked to each oth- 
er. Boyle is currently fifth in the 
nation in points, while Murdock 
ranks second in the country in digs 
as of press time, which helps Boyle 
get second-chance opportunities. 
Murdock’s digs also allow set- 
ters such as reigning Big Sky first- 
team member Kurtz to get in po- 
sition to set the ball for one of the 
outside hitters like Boyle. Kurtz 
currently leads the nation in assists 
as of press time after finishing 14th 
as a junior. 
Kurtz 
named Big Sky Offensive and 


and Murdock were 


Defensive Players of the Week, re- 


Trio of seniors pushing for different end to season 


spectively, on Sept. 11 as Sac State 
recorded a 4-0 record the previous 
week. 

Both shined earlier in the week 
against Bowling Green as Mur- 
dock recorded 38 digs — which 
is third in school history —— while 
Kurtz had 57 assists on Sept. 8. 
These statistics also helped*set up 
Boyle for 28 kills on the night, her 
career high. 

Despite the impressive statis- 
tics, the Hornets started the season 
3-5 entering its Causeway Classic 
match against UC Davis on Sept. 
5. The clubs split the first four sets 
before Sac State rallied down from 
13-10 to score five straight points 
for the win. 

“It was a huge comeback, prob- 
ably the biggest comeback I’ve had 
in my career,” Kurtz said, referring 
to the team’s original 8-2 deficit in 
the fifth set. “It showed how much 
fight we have to come back as a 
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team. For it to be against Davis 
was just a cherry on top.” 

The come-from-behind victory 
helped Sac State establish a 6-2 re- 
cord in its last eight games which 
has given the Hornets momentum 
heading into Big Sky play which 
starts Thursday 7 p.m. against We- 
ber State at Colberg Court. 

Some other notable matches on 
the horizon are North Dakota (15- 
2) on Oct. 5 and Northern Arizo- 
na on Oct. 14. 

“T’m looking forward to playing 
North Dakota this year, but ’'m 
also looking forward to playing all 
the other Big Sky schools because 
I think they are all going to be just 
as good as North Dakota,” Kurtz 
said. “I expect a lot from this team 
and I expect a lot from myself. I 
think we have the ability to do it 
this year, we just have to execute.” 
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Hip-hop artist inspired by social justice 


Marivel Guzman 
@akashma 





Hip-hop artist Theo Scott-Femenel- 
la integrates social justice in his music and 
through volunteer work at various children’s 
music programs and humanitarian efforts 
abroad. 

Scott-Femenella, 21, first came to Sacra- 
mento State as a freshman in 2015 where 
he majored in jazz studies. He attended 
Sacramento City College a year later seek- 
ing a degree in commercial music and audio 
production, a program no longer offered at 
Sac State. 

“T think it’s great to focus on making 
yourself a better performer, but at the end 
of the day how can you guarantee your tal- 
ent will be heard?” Scott-Femenella said. 
“With an audio production degree, I can 
learn how to better record my own music 
and make it more accessible to my fanbase.” 

While pursuing his education, 
Scott-Femenella is also starting his career as 
a musician. He writes and records his own 
songs and currently has one single titled 
“YEN” out on iTunes, Spotify and Sound- 
Cloud. A music video he directed for the 
song was released earlier in August and is 
available on You Lube. 

Although he is establishing himself as a 
hip-hop and jazz vocalist, Scott-Femenella 
also has a passion for playing the drums and 
piano. He credits his parents for allowing 
him to practice at the age of five when they 
set up a makeshift studio for him in their 
garage, complete with padded sound-proof 
walls and a drumset. 

Scott-Femenella formed Freequensee, 
a hip-hop and jazz collective, as a way to 
market his music to the community. ‘They 
will premiere “YEN,” and perform their 
songs during a live show on Sept. 22 at ‘The 
Boardwalk, a music venue in Orangevale, 
CA. 

Cameron McCord, the vocalist of Fre- 
equensee, has known Scott-Femenella for 
six months. He and the rest of the collective 
meet with Scott-Femenella for practice at 
Sacramento Rehearsal Studios. 
eo) is extremely creative and the best 
im is that he doesn’t have a big ego 
s it easy to work with him,” 


_Myles Taylor, the saxophonist of Fre- 


Scott-Femenella said. 


equensee, said that he and Scott-Femenella 
share the same goal of wanting jazz fans to 
listen to hip-hop and hip-hop fans to listen 
to jazz. 

“Working with Theo has been great,” 
‘Taylor said. “They say things happen for a 
reason and he and I have been pursuing mu- 
sic for long time and through that passion 
for music, we have crossed paths and it has 
been a rewarding journey since.” 

Scott-Femenella draws inspiration from 
Martin Luther King Jr, the Black Panther 
Party and Bob Marley in his lyrics. He and 
his father Ted Scott-Femenella, a sociolo- 
gy professor at Sac State, both care greatly 
about social justice issues. His father’s lat- 
est book, “Social Justice,” talks about his 
personal experience growing up in Kansas 
during the era of segregation. 

In “YEN,” Scott-Femenella speaks of the 
readiness to fight and having “that panther 
power.” 

“T have many references to the Black 
Panthers in my music, especially (since) a lot 
them came out of the Bay Area and Sac- 
ramento,” Scott-Femenella said. “My father 
and I are all for social justice. Our philoso- 
phy is ‘power to the people.’ ‘Social Justice’ 
(talks about) power to the people, and the 
power that has been stripped from us.” 

Scott-Femenella has even taken his vol- 
unteer work overseas with nonprofit groups. 
He travelled to Honduras last year with Stu- 
dents Helping Honduras to help build class- 
rooms for Instituto Esteban Moya, a high 
school near the town of El Progreso. 

Scott-Femenella works as a contracted 
artist in residence for music programs at 
high schools and middle schools in the Sac- 
ramento area. He also volunteers at the tiger 
branch of the Boys & Girls Club of America 
where he created his own music program. 

“T turned a storage closet into a studio 
(and) after people heard of this, we had peo- 
ple donating instruments,” Scott-Femenella 
said. “Since then I lead the music program 
as volunteer.” 

In the future, Scott-Femenella said that 
he hopes to achieve his dream of becoming 
a professional musician while still volunteer- 
ing his time to give back to his community 
and enriching children’s lives through music. 

“I see myself playing music interna- 
tionally, continuing my humanitarian work 
internationally and working with kids,” 
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Theo Scott-Femenella, center, stands with members of the band Frequensee at the 
Collective Records Studio on Sept. 13. 


a 


SYNCHRONIZ 


RERIGRLU YF ADEROMIRG 64S 
PATER, OBB RCS AEBTAES 


B 4 





aes 


| a - 
“vor 
3 . ’ rf 
ae ; rr 
Sr 7 ee ; 
ara 3 1. poentt is 


ou think you have conjunctivitis [pink eye)? 


2 


You and/or your child may be able to participate if you {or they): » 


have had pink eye symptoms ie.g. redness, watering/ discharge, 


or irritation} in at least one eye for no more than the past 3 days 


are interested in taking part in a research study for up to 13 days 
are wiiling to travel to the study center for appointments. 
Qualified participants may receive the non-antibiotic 


investigational drug and study-related procedures and visits at 
no cost. Heaith insurance is not required to participate. 


www.StateHornet.com 


15 





vain 





MARIVEL GUZMAN - The State Hornet 





“| Can't Breathe” were the last words of an individual who had died of COPD. The Piece can be found hanging in the Library Gallery as part of the “Last Words” exhibition by artist Julia Couzens. 





Rin Carbin 
@ss_horo 





Dying words are reborn as 
stitched blankets, paper mache 
and wire in “Last Words,” the lat- 
est art installation in the Library 
Gallery by former Sacramento 
State art professor Julia Couzens. 

Couzens wanted to explore 
the dying words of people in her 
new work, at first starting with the 
words of famous figures, but later 
expanding to the words of regular 
people in hopes.to include more 
intimate and universal language. 

The end result is the exhibit 
containing anonymous phrases 
from not only famous people, but 
also some suggestions that Cou- 
zens’ received from her friends, 
colleagues and friends of friends. 
Couzens said that her reason for 
not identifying people is to stress 
the-importance of what-was said, 


rather than who said it. 

“We shouldn’t make a distinc- 
tion between Elvis Presley and 
your grandma,” Couzens. said. 
“Death is an equal opportunity 
employer.” 

Among the installations in the 
exhibit is a small, red chair with 
the words “Go put your shoes on” 
burned onto it. ‘The story behind 
the piece is a daughter’s memory 
of her father shortly before he 
died of a heart attack. He was 
heading out for a baseball game 
and when his daughter followed 
him outside without putting on 
her shoes. 

One piece personal to Cou- 
zens is a wire frame that spells the 
last words of her mother, whom 
she described as an optimistic 
person. The wires were twisted 
and wrapped together to form the 
words, “Why not?,” a trademark 
phrase of her late mother. 


~Some ofthe letters are” back="" 


wards, which senior art education 
major Lon Henderson found 
to be her favorite part of the 
exhibition. 

“I like the reversed words -- 
you have to stop (and) notice in- 
stead of walking past mindlessly,” 
Henderson said. “The intimate 
messages on the wall felt like 
going through someone’s diary 
-- like I wasn’t supposed to be 
there.” 

Another component of the ex- 
hibit is the sound of a steady loop 
of a heartbeat heard throughout 
the exhibit. Couzens said that 
the heartbeat was a voice in the 
exhibition that represented life, a 
counterpart to the words that rep- 
resented death. 

“I can’t breathe” and the cen- 
terpiece “Last words” are among 
a few installations that dangle 
from the ceiling and are illumi- 
nated by several lamps and gal- 


lery lighting to cast shadows on 
the exhibit floor. 

Yelena Bulanova, a freshman 
social work major, said that she 
found the exhibit to be gloomy 
due to the subject surrounding 
death. Despite the gloominess, 
she said that the art pieces were 
interesting and that she could see 
the hard work Couzens put into 
making them. 

Phil Hitchcock, the Director 
of the University Library Art 
Gallery, said that he invited Cou- 
zens to create an exhibit to show- 
case her work, which he said he 
has seen since she was a student. 

“I chose her because she’s very 
well-known (and) she’s outstand- 
ing in her field,” Hitchcock said. 
“T’ve seen her works since she was 
a student, I’ve seen her grow as an 
artist.” 

Couzens said that her inspira- 
tion for “Last Words” came from 


Dying words linger in Library Gallery © 


a growing interest in used and 
worn materials. She worked with 
thread and blankets to stitch lines, 
something that reminded her of 
writing. | 

“These sort of ‘blanket draw- 
ings’ mean to suggest writing,” 
Couzens said. “My first thought 
was writing about and reflecting 
on what that writing might be -- 
the ideas of. words and language 
came to mind and in this day and 
age of alt-facts. I thought it was 
relevant to address the idea of 
last words and the importance of 
words.” 


“Last Words” will be on dis- 
play in the Library Gallery until 
Dec. 15. Couzens will also pres- 
ent an artist lecture showcasing 
her work from the past 30 years 
on Oct. 12 in the Library Gallery 
from 3.p.m.to5p.m, 
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Local and traveling comedians 


compete for $15,000 


Carlo Marzan | @Swlianhol 


The ree Seber ee) Comedy Grey en ples 
LOCO SEMA CUT Gs are mae ese n ate Ellen ye 
Generes, Robin Williams and Louis CK 
Meveei seems Som) eeoM ILS (sot. lae rior e 
mento State for its semi-final rounds. 

The San Francisco Comedy Compe- 
tition is an annual stand-up comedy con- 
test with different judges and locations 
throughout the competition. The event 
was brought by a collaboration with 
UNIOUE Programs, which holds events 
everv Thursday the University Union. 

UNIOUE Programs adviser Ajamu 
Lamumba said the competition has been 
hosted at Sac | 


and is good chance for students to enjoy 


State for ovel 20 years 


loti kar 

The comics will be compeung oy mare 
prize of $15,000 and the chance to join 
a Semn tT en ene) e 


ues e ate compecution in are oi ole Seite 


and who have 
competition Sapa ears aes oTCal eye PLOMan ETE 
ty for comedians to launch them stand- 
ate comedy careers and potentially aA 
their breakout moment. 

pia rei ener 


doing stand-up comedy for four years 


Krista Fatka has been 
AAG ir Lis pr Cee leriiaG toler VCars pee e 
katka said she does a confessional ese on 
tand-up rouune where she talks about 
her lie as an exaggerated character of 
herself. 

While she has been enjoying the com- 
jt tition, katka said she doesnt ate eae! 
winning. She said she wasn't the most ex- 


perienced nor the most Pie coeser tenner Bye 


“There’s people literally domg like 
forward rolls onto the stage and singing 
their heart out,” Fatka said. “Pm not 
there on a performance level, but you 
know, Pm: just going to stick to my jokes 
and give it all [ve got. It’s just for the fun 
of it.” 

bellow semi-fi- 
nalist compeutor 
Chad Opuz of San 
done 


little 


Francisco has 
stand-up for a 
over five years and has 

a unique style all his own 
and compared comedy to 
music. Similar to how music 
can have dynamic changes 
in volume and tempo, Op- 4 
uz switches up the tempo and _ 
rhythm of his performance and 

tells a variety of different types 

of jokes to stand out from the 

eyes preeleleyee 

Opuz said he looks to this 
compeution as an opportunity to make 
stand-up comedy what he does for a 
living. 

“LT didn’t get in last year, but 1 got in 
this year and I've made a lot of progress 
since | moved up to San Francisco,” Op- 
uz said. “Its just another step towards 
hopefully making this what I do for a liv- 
ine. Showimg them that I-can do well at 
all kinds of different venues.” 

‘The semi-finals we be held Sept. 21 im 
the University Union Hall at 6 p.m., the 
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Gomedian Ghad Optiz performing at the Throckmorton Theatre in Mill Valley. 
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BONGO FURYS 
ARE BRINGING 





THE FUNK 


ZAPPA-INSPIRED JAZZ-FUSION BAND 
COMES 10 SAC STATE FOR NOONER 


Joseph Daniels 
Qjoseph64daniels 





The Bongo Furys evolved from a Frank 
Zappa-inspired band into a progressive 
funk act with influences from jazz-fusion 
style acts popular in the ’70s. 

Zappa was an experimental musician 
who blended jazz, rock and pop music to- 
gether. The Bongo Furys take their name 
from one of the members’ favorite Zappa 
album “Bongo Fury.” They will be per- 
forming a Nooner at Sacramento State 
on Sept. 27. 

Will Scharff, the keyboardist for Bongo 
Furys, has played in the band for about 
10 years. The first Zappa song he first 
listened to was “Overnight Sensation” 
when he was a teenager. 

“I just was blown away by the music,” 
Scharff said. 
orchestrated with those pieces, I just never 
heard anything like my whole life.” 

‘Todd Perez, the guitarist for the band, 
said that their other influences include 


“It was everything that was 


rock musician Jeff Beck and jazz fusion 
group Return to Forever. 

“We're a jazzy, bluesy, funky fun (act),’ 
Perez said about the band. 

Though the band started off playing 
Zappa-inspired sounds, Scharff said they 
drifted away from the genre after they 
could not find an audience for their mu- 
sic. Scharff said another factor was that it 


was hard to find. band members who were 


. Aim * oe ee i oe ee ae oe a ec | 


ee oe ee oe oe ee ae ee ee oo a ee | 


willing to take the time to learn to play 
Zappa music. 

“We are such die hard Zappa fans,” 
Scharff said. 
change from that. We just couldn’t find 


“We were reluctant to 


that many people who could play Zappa 
or who were as into Zappa as we are.” 

Perez plays guitar for the latin reggae 
band Sol Peligro and usually performs 
with the Bongo Furys during the winter 
months of the year. Much like himself, 
Perez’s fellow band members come from 
diverse backgrounds like jazz and blues. 

“We learn over the years (that) you 
can’t eat with bread alone,” Perez said. 
“We gotta go ahead and give people some 
more variety.” 

The Bongo Furys play a balance of in- 
strumentals and songs with lyrics. 

“We do love instrumentals,” Perez 
said. “We can do it all night long if you 
would let us, but we do find typically most 
gigs somebody is going to want to hear 
some songs with lyrics in it.” 

The Bongo Furys are currently writing 
music for their first album, some of their 
music and can be found on ReverbNa- 
tion. They will be performing a Nooner 
at Sacramento State on Sept. 27. 

The band members met each other 
through ads and word of mouth with peo- 
ple coming and going as the years went 
on. Laurel Partin, the saxophonist, joined 
the Bongo Furys three years ago after she 
sat in during one of their rehearsals. 

Partin said she was impressed by the 
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John Webster plays percussion for the Bongo Furys at Fox and Goose Pub on Sept. 15. The 
Bongo Furys will be playing at Sacramento State on Sept. 27. 


way Perez could be able to improvise his 
guitar beats on the spot. 

“(Todd) has got a very organic ap- 
proach to his music and his improvisa- 
tion,” Partin said. “He actually has a 


sensitive and thoughtful approach to his 


guitar sounds, and then he also as a delec- 
table way to choose and wander around 
when he is improvising.” 

Partin said that while the band has 
plans for how songs will be performed at 
every show, but they will morph them as 
their act progresses. 

“(The band) is like a smorgasbord of 
Partin said. “There’s so few 
groups where you can do that and not feel 


creativity, ” 


restrained so much.” 


WHEN: SEPT. 27 
WHERE: SERNA PLAZA 


COST: FREE 
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COPINION 2 








Start making better decisions, instead 
of making a stereotype a prophecy 


It’s clear as day; Sacramento State’s 
Greek life has problems. 

It is clear as well that they are prob- 
lems for all colleges with a Greek com- 
munity. And it is not limited to the poor 
taste and poor behaviour of a fraternity 
or a sorority member, but it extends be- 
yond to the habitual actions taken to en- 
danger the lives of students and others. 

It was a poor choice for Alexandra 
Jimenez, then 22, to drive after a night 
of drinking . It was a poor choice for 
Brett Jones, then 25, to get in the car 
with her, and not wear a seatbelt as they 
headed back towards campus from a bar 
downtown near 2 a.m. Thursday morn- 
ing on Feb. 11, 2016. 

And it was poor misfortune that the 
car carrying Jimenez and Jones would 
enter the onramp lane of Highway 50 
near Howe Avenue and collide with a 
semi truck, ending Jones’ life. 

It didn’t end Jimenez’s life, but it did 
change it. Later that year, she pleaded no 
contest to vehicular manslaughter while 
intoxicated, was sentenced to a year of 
custody and five years of probation. 

Before that night, she was a sociology 
major, an employee with Associated Stu- 
dents, Inc., and a sister of Sigma Kappa. 
Jones was a Marine, criminal justice ma- 
jor, and brother of ‘Tau Kappa Epsilon, 
not at the time a recognized chapter. 

For once, for all, for the sake of all 
those who may be next; it is time for Sac 
State’s Greek community to stop making 
poor decisions, regardless if they are go- 
ing to be caught. | 

Stop hazing. Do not put people in 
unsafe situations. Do not endanger their 
lives, as the Louisiana State University 
chapter of Phi Delta Theta did to Max- 


well Gruver this semester, or the Penn 
State chapter of Beta Theta Pi did to 
Tim Piazza last semester, as seems to 
happen every year. Do not allow a “slip- 
pery slope” to become a 

Stop abusing alcohol. Do not binge 
drink. Do not force people to drink al- 
cohol if they don’t want to. Do not en- 
courage underage drinking in an unsafe 
setting. Ideally, don’t encourage it at all. 
Do not drink and drive. 

Stop hiding things. Do not lie under 
investigation. Do not falsify evidence. Do 
not silence witnesses or victims. Do not 
listen if your adviser tells you to do any 
of those things. Advisers, don’t tell your 
members to do any of those things. 

Stop pretending charity is your focus. 
We all know the focus, because it’s the 
same as almost every college student; get 
good enough grades and have fun. Be 
honest about why you joined your fra- 
ternity or sorority, or honestly care about 
charity. Actually fulfill your minimum 
requirement, or exceed it. Make it some- 
thing that matters, rather than a curtain 
to get blacked out behind. 

Stop turning a blind eye. Report 
things when you see them. Protect your 
brothers and sisters. Confront notions 
of sexism, racism, homophobia and all 
other afflictions of the human mind that 
pretend any one human is better than 
another. 

Stop making excuses. Drinking, hav- 
ing sex, partying, being a leader of a 
community; these are all adult actions. 
Account for yourself and others, and 
make it count. Don’t lose more mem- 
bers the way Brett Jones and Alexandra 
Jimenez were lost. 


The State Hornet 


EDITORIAL 


Greeks: It’s time 
to grow up a bit 





Screenshot via YouTube 


There is a cognitive dissonance between the public image of Sac State’s Greek organizations 
and the violations listed in the report requested by The State Hornet. Some videos, 
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Budgets might be 
tight ... creativity 


is free: 


~ Van France 
Founder, Disney University 


U 


Speaking engagement... ail students and faculty welcome! 
Location: Sacramento State— University Union Redwood Room ist Floor 
Date/Time: Friday, September 22, 2017 / 9:30 -11:30 am 
FREE event and book signing 


Doug Lipp, former head of Disney 
University training team at Disney's 
corporate headquarters, presents 
lessons of service and leadership 
excellence, 
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Having Spicer at 
the Emmys was 
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a terrible idea 


Absolving political figures of lying to 
make a joke about lying is a joke itself 


Khanlin Rodgers 
@khanlibear 





There is no justification for Sean 
Spicer’s appearance at the Emmys on Sun- 
day night. 

Spicer’s appearance onstage was met 
with gasps of disbelief from the audience. 
It was clear from the reactions of the many 
celebrities there that they couldn’t quite 
believe it was hirn. 

Spicer’s bit was short, and simple. He 
got on stage with a fake podium popular- 
ized by a Melissa McCarthy impression on 
Saturday Night Live, joked that “this is the 
largest audience to witness the Emmys, pe- 
riod,” and got off the stage. 

Although it was brief, Spicer’s role at 
the Emmy’s both enabled him and his dis- 
honesty and normalized all of the things 
that he is infamous for. 

Before he resigned from his position 
as Press Secretary for President Donald 
Trump, Spicer was arguably the most 
recognizable member of ‘Trump’s cabinet. 
His primary role was to act as a spokesper- 
son for the White House and specifically, 
the president. 

Because of the nature of his job, he 
was always in the media and in commu- 
nication with journalist and various news 
outlets. Essentially, he acted as a bridge of 
communication between the president and 
the people who elected him into office. 

Or at least, he should have. 

Spicer’s time as Press Secretary | was 


~-—-riddled- with- blatant: lies- and haltruths—- 


that he would force feed to his audience 
and expect them to accept without resis- 
tance. Public ridicule got so intense, par- 
tially credited to McCarthy, that news 
cameras, for the first time in decades, were 
regularly turned away from White House 
press briefings. 

On Sunday, he finally admitted to ev- 
eryone that he knew exactly what he was 
doing. 

By quoting himself and making a joke 
about his comments regarding the inau- 
guration earlier this year, he showed us all 
that he was aware that his statements were 
empirically wrong, but he spewed them 
out anyway because at the end of the day, 
he was still getting a paycheck. 

Keep in mind, his paycheck was direct- 
ly funded by taxpayers’ dollars. The same 
people who make sure that he and his fam- 
ily live comfortable lives are the same peo- 
ple that he lied to and sold out on a daily 
basis. 

Now, because of both his past position 
and his most recent appearance at the 
awards show, Spicer has ascended from 
household name to full-blown celebrity. 
His lies and antics have cemented his name 
in Emmy history, and not many people 
who are known solely for lying, fumbling 
over their own words, and firmly believing 
that “alternative truths” really exist can say 
that. 

Providing a platform for Spicer to cap- 
italize on his past behaviors was a huge 
mistake. It is a slap in the face to everyone 
__who was subjected to his selfish actions — 


-should-not- be taken-hghtly.- - sonianciosade 
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